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Kensington, 21 Feb. 1822: 

Tue present Register will con- 
sist principally of the proceedings 
at the County Meeting in Surrey, 
on Monday last, and the farmer’s 
Meeting at Chichester, on Wed- 
nesday last, in which it will be 
perceived that I have taken 
some part.—At the former meet- 
ing several of those afguments, 
which have been used in the 
House of Commons, against tak- 
ing off taxes and against reform, 
were brought forth; and I think, 
that the reader will find them fully 
answered in the account of these 
proceedings. The Meeting in 
Surrey was of great importance 
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on many accounts. It was an 
adjourned meeting in fact; and 
the adjournment had taken place, 
too, for the sole purpose of make 
ing Reform a part of the petition. 
The result will be seen. All the 
counties ought to do, and that 
speedily, that which Surrey has 
done; and then the thing would 
soon be set to rights. The Meet- 
ing at Chichester, on account of 
the great number of farmers pre- 
sent, was also of importance ; and, 
I trust, that, in this way, I have 
refuted the whole of those wild no 
tions of Mr. Ricarpo and others, 
by which, without such refutation, 
the country might still have been 


long deluded. 
Wu. COBBETT. 
P 
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Scurrey Cov 


SURREY 
COUNTY MEETING, 


Held at Epsom, Monday the 18th, 
pursuant to a Requisition pre- 
sented to the High Sheriff at a for- 
mer Meeting (that day fortnight), 
for the purpose of considering the 
DISTRESS OF AGRICUL- 
TURE and of petitioning for 
REFORM IN PARLIAMENT. 
The following speeches are ex- 
tracted from the report in the Morn- 
ing Chronicle of the proceedings 
which took place ; which proceed- 
ings are very important and show 
that County Meetings are not 
always farces, as some Lords 
Lieutenant are apt to call them. 


The High Sheriff having opened 
the Meeting, 


Mr. LEECH (of Leigh) present- 
ed himself and was received with 
loud and repeated cheers. It was 
natural to suppose, from the line 
of conduct which he pursued at the 
last Meeting, that he should have 
felt disappointed by the conduct 
then pursued by the High Sherifi; 
he was, however, fully convinced 
that that Honourable Genticman 
had been actuated by the purest 
principles of duty in taking the 
course which he had done (hear, 
hear!) Having said so much with 
respect to the conduct of their wor- 
thy High Sheriff, he felt that few 
observations were necessary upon 
the question more immediately 
before them. There was not any 
occupier or inhabitant of that coun- 
ty who did not feel the distress un- 
der which every class of socicty, 
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but more especially the agricul- 


turist, laboured. Unless that dis- 
tress was speedily and effectually 
relieved, it was impossible that 
the respectability and character 
which he saw around him could 
long continue to support its station 
in society (hear, hear!) They had, 
at the last Meeting, heard from his 
friend Mr. Webbe Weston, that 
much had been done for the far- 
mers by landlords reducing their 
rents. That Hon. Gentleman had 
stated the reductions made by him- 
self, and he (Mr. Leech) hoped that 
rents would be reduced to the 
standard ef 1792; for unless rents 
were reduced to that period farmers 
must continue to be losers; for 
while rents and taxes had doubled, 
corn was lower now than it wasthen. 
The Honourable Gentleman pro- 
ceeded to compare the prices of 
produce and labour at the present 
period with those of 1792, and 
went on to show, that unless some 
speedy alteration took place the 
farmer must be ruined. When, 
indeed, he had heard of the great 
and remedial measure lately pro- 
posed by Lord Londonderry, he 
began to fear that that Meeting 
would be unattended; he dreaded 
that they should be unable to as- 
semble more than a very few of the 
freeholders, as the great body of 
the county must be pleased, gra- 
tified, and delighted, at finding that 
that Noble Lord was about to pro- 
pose a reduction of one shilling per 
bushel of the duty on malt (hear, 
hear! and laughter). The Honour- 
able Gentleman went on to remark, 
that the main object relied upon in 
the Petition he submitted to them 
was a Reform in Parliament— 
(cheers.) By this, and by this only, 
|} could they expect to get rid of all 
the abuses by which the Constitu- 
tion was surrounded, and which 
pressed so severely upon all classes 
of society. How was it possible 
that Ministers could be honest 
while they were teased and driven 
by those men who supported them 
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by their votes, to repay them— 
their friends and relatives, by plun- 
dering the purses of the people? 
(hear, hear!) How-could Ministers 
withstand the applications of that 
body, without whom they could not 
command their majoritics in the 
House of Commons? (hear, hear!) 
The only means of redress to which 
the country had to look was by a 
reformation of the House of Com- 
mons, by constituting Parliament 
so as to make it the ergan of the 
wishes and feelings of the people. 
Until this was done Parliament 
would not speak the scase of the 
community, but the reverse. This 
doctrine he had ever advocated, 
and he hoped that he should ever 
continue to advocate it. He had 
formed his opinions upon the asser- 
tion of Mr. Pitt, “ that no honest 
Minister could govern the country 
unless a Reform in Parliament 
took place ” (hear, hear!) He (Mr. 
Leech) defied any Minister, even 
though he were an angel, to carry 
on the business of the country pro- 
perly without a Reform in Parlia- 
ment. He contended then, upon 
the principles of Mr. Fox, Sir 
George Saville, and the late Duke 
of Richmond, that a Reform in 
Parliament was absolutely and 
inevitably necessary (cheers.) ‘The 
Honourable Gentleman, after some 
other observations, concluded by 
proposing the following Petition : 


To the Honourable the Commons of the 
United Kixgdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, in Parliament assem- 


bled. 


The Petition of the Owners and 
Occupiers of Land in the County 
of Sutrey, assembled in County 
Meeting, this 18th day of Febru- 
ary 1822, 

Most humbly sheweth, 

That the greatest embarrass- 
ment and distress pervade the 
whole of that numerous class of 
his Majesty’s subjects whose pro- 
perty consists of land, or of stock, 
or materials, or goods, connected 
with the fand, or who are in any- 





[wise dependent for their well- 


being on the prosperity of Agri- 
culture; that the farmer has no 
longer the means to pay for the 
labour nécessary to due cultiva- 
tion; that the able labourer, from 
insufliciency of wages, is compelled 
to become a pauper, and, under 
that degrading name, and ix that 
state of uselessness, has to be 
maintained by money drawn from 
the Farmer, though the latter is 
unable io employ him for their mu- 
tual benefit. . 

Your Petitioners pretend not 
to enter into theoretical inquiries | 
as to the eauses which have led to 
this state of things, but sorrowful 
experience enables them distinctly 
to state the practical result to be 
this:—that the wages of labour, 
the rates, the mere sustenance. of 
the farmer’s family, and the bare 
interest of his capital, now demand 
nearly the whole of the gross 
amount of his produce, leaving no- 
thing for profit, and little or nothing 
for rent; and this result does, too, 
appear perfectly natura] to your 
Petitioners, when they consider, 
that the price of their produce, 
taking one article with another, is 
now lower than it was in 1790, 
while the taxes, including the mil- 
lions paid for the collection, are 
now more than three times as great 
in amount as they were in that 
year. 

Your Petitioners, who. trust that 
they are unsusceptible of ground- 
less alarm, and who hope that your 
Honourable House will not think 
them capable of deliberate exag- 
geration, assure your Honourable 
House, that they think there must 
be, on an average of years, a still 
further decline in the price of the 
produce of the land; that they can 
see many reasons for, and none 
against this opinion ; and, if a fur- 
ther decline should take place with 
the present taxes remaining, your 
Petitioners can have no scruple to 
state, that it will be impossible for 
the main body of the farmers te — 
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pay any rent at all; thus leaving 
merely the name of landlords to 
the owners of the land, who will 
then have been, by the hand of un- 
sparing taxation, virtually despoil- 
ed of their estates. 

Your Petitioners forbear to de- 
scribe their feelings at hearing 
their distresses, at the end of seven 
years ‘and ten months duration, 
attributed, by some, to a sudden 
transition from war to peace ; and 
at hearing those distresses ascribed, 
by others, to superabundant crops, 
while, by the same persons, a su- 
perabundant populaticn is at other 
times alleged to be the cause; and 
while, on that bare allegation, 
large sums raised on your Peti- 
tioners in taxes, are expended to 
convey beyond the seas a part of 
these superabundant consumers of 
your Petitioners’ superabundant 
crops! Your Petitioners, turning 
from these notions to that plain 
common sense, and that daily ex- 
perience, which tell them, that a 
very large proportion of all that 
the farmer pays in the shape of 
wages and rates, for implements of 
husbandry and for articles con- 
sumed in his family, is required 
by the several parties to pay the 
taxes on things of indispensable 
consumption, can be at no loss to 
discover, that excessive taxation 
is the immediate cause of all their 
embarrassment and distress; and 
they, therefore, pray generally, 
that your Honourable House will, 
with a degree of speed proportion- 
ed to the pressing necessity of the 
case, be pleased to make a very 

eat abatement in the amount of 
that taxation, and, particularly, 
that you will repeal the taxes on 
malt, salt, soap, candles and 
leather. a 

But while your humble Petition- 
ers well know this to be the only 
immediate remedy for the intoler- 
able evils that oppress them, they 
cannot disguise from themselves 
that these evils would never have 
been known, if the Representation 
of the People in your Honourable 





House had been consonant with 
the long-settled laws and constitu- 
tion of their country ; nor will 
they disguise from your Honour- 
able House that they have no hope 
of effectual, present effectual relief, 
or of security against future op- 
pression, but in an efficient Reform 
in that Representation. 

Your Petitioners, without dwell- 
ing in detail on the innumerable 
instances of wasteful expenditure 
sanctioned by Parliament, in the 
civil and military departments, 
cannot but know, that to the want 
of such a Reform they owe the 
burden of establishments wholly 
unnecessary, and of an annual ex- 
penditure surpassing, in a season 
of profound peace, that of former 
seasons of actual and widely ex- 
tended war. Well knowing these 
things, and anxious, not less for 
the safety of the Throne than for 
that of their own properties, liber- 
ties and lives, the County of Sur~ 
rey, while they humbly implore 
your Honourable House to make 
a Constitutional Reform, so abso- 
lutely necessary to secure the be- 
nefit of real representation, and a 
vigilant control over the public 
money, declare in the face of all 
England, that they will never, till 
that all-important object shall 
have been accomplished, cease 
to use all the lawful means in their 
power for the obtaining of such 
Retorm. 


Mr. HARE TOWNSHEND, 
in seconding the Motion, pointed 
out the pernicious influence exer- 
cised in the House of Commons by 
those boroughmongers and place- 
men who were not, who could never 
be considered, the Representatives 
of the people ; (hear, hear!) with- 
out a Reform in the House of Com- 
mons it was impossible that there 
could be any security for the liber- 
ties, the properties, or even the 
lives of the people of England 
(Cheers.) He had also to remark 


upon the distresses of the farmer, ' 


or to use the words of certain noble 
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and eminent persons in society, 
the “ transfer of property ” which 
was going on, and which was likely, 
however lightly some persons might 
be inclined to treat it, to be attend- 
ed with the most serious and la- 
mentable effects (hear, hear!). It 
was a transfer which carried ruin 
to the farmer; it was a transfer 
which carried misery and distress 
to the cottage of the labourer; it 
was a transfer which was likely, if 
not speedily checked, to spread 
gloom and desolation over this once 
happy land (hear, hear, hear !).— 
The Honourable Gentleman con- 
cluded by giving his most cordial 
support to the Petition. 


Lord KING, in coming. forward 
to address the Meeting, was re- 
ceived with loud and enthusiastic 
cheering. When he had last the 
honour of addressing them, they 
had almost unanimously rejected 
a Petition for relief from taxation, 
because the proper authority had 
declined to couple with that ques- 
tion a Reform in Parliament. By 
doing this the freeholders of the 
county of Surrey had stated, in the 
broadest and most distinct man- 
ner, that they were to be satisfied 
only by a sound and perfect cure, 
and not by any attempted patch- 
ing or mending the disorder (hear, 
hear). He was one of those who 
were for unanimity upon that oc- 
casion, but he could not help say- 
ing, that he now preferred the 
course then pursued, because, by 
the rejection of the motion uncou- 
pled with Reform, the Electors of 
Surrey declared, that there was 
that which they looked to as more 
beneficial than immediate relief, 
and without which they would not 
be satisfied (hear, hear). When 
he looked to the meeting before 
him, when he considered its rank, 
its character, and its numbers, he 
entertained a feeling diametrically 
opposite to that which impressed 
himself upon. seeing what was 
called “ a full House.” When he 
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saw a full House, he felt convinced 
that Ministers must succeed in 
opposition to the wishes of the 
people ; but the appearance of that 
meeting convinced him thai the 
people, if united, must succeed in 
opposition to Ministers (cheers). 
At the last meeting they had heard 
much of the distresses of the coun- 
try ;—they had been told, and truly, 
that those distresses arose out of 
grievous and oppressive taxation, 
occasioned by a long war, by the 
influence of the Crown, and by the 
gross and lavish expenditure which 
had been sanctioned by Parliament 
(hear, hear). They were told too, 
that this distress was in conse- 
quence of the glorious war in which 
the country had been engaged ; 
perhaps it was; but surely this 
country would not have embarked 
in such a lottery, if the prizes were 
known to be such as those which 
we had drawninit. He nowcame 
to that part of the Petition which 
included Reform; and here he felt 
it necessary to state a circumstance 
which bere seriously and weightily 
upon the present situation of the 
country. The first great blow 
which the independence of our 
Parliament received, was by the 
introduction of the 45 Scots Mem- 
bers (upon the Union), who were 
properly called the Swiss of the 
State (hear, hear, and a laugh); 
a set of gentlemen who received 
the whole patronage of Scotland 
in return for the valuable services 
which they rendered from time to 
time to the Minister of the day 
(laughing). Soon after the union 
with Scotland, the then Minister of 
this country, who had failed in a 
parliamentary measure, explained 
the cause of his failure by saying 
that the waters were out, and that 
the Scotch Members could not 
arrive in time (loud cheers, and 
laughing). That Minister, as well 
as every succeeding one, had placed 
full confidence in that trusty band 
of gentlemen, who had never de- 
ceived any Administration down 
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to the present day (loud laughing). 
The patronage of Parliament was a 
new trade, which had sprung up| 
within the last century ; it afforded 
an extensive scale of operation te 
the boroughmongering portion of 
socjety—to those gentlemen who 
had been well designated by Mr. 
Grattan as the “ proprietors of 
Parliament,” and, if report spoke 
true, many a hard bargain they 
drove with Ministers at the ex- 
pense of the country (cheers). He 
remembered a story which had 
been told of the present Lord 
Lonsdale (then Sir James Low- 
ther), with respect to the borough 
of Whitehaven. In that borough, 
several persons had petitioned 
against an election return, upon 
which Sir James Lowther said— 
“ [ should like to know who these 
“ petitioners are. I should like to 
« know by what right they petition. 
** The land upon which they live is 
“mine, and {can turn them out. 
** The coal mines are mine, and I 
*< ean not only deprive them of fire, 
*‘ but sink them into the carth. 
*« The wells and pumps are mine, 
“and L can deprive them of water. 
“Nay, even the very air they 
«“ breathe is mine, for I can suffo- 
** cate them with my coal mines” 
{loud cheers). Thus had the Hon. 
Gentleman at his disposal the four 
elements of earth, air, fire, and 
water. The same individual had, 
upon another occasion, sent down 
to the House six of his borough re- 
presentatives, with strict orders te 
vote three on one side, and three 
on another ; aye, and he would have 
dismissed them too, had they dis- 
obeyed (cheers). This was one of 
the Noble Lord’s (for a Noble Lord 
he now was) manoeuvres, when he 
was, perhaps, coquetting with a 
blue ribbon, or some other object 
ef equal value in his estimation 
(laughing). It was now 50 years 
since the cause of Reform had 
been advocated by the great Lord 
Chatham, and nothing had been 


- since done, certainly nothing by 





the son of that great man, to make 
a reform in parliament less neces- 
sary. The introduction of one 
bundred members in that House 
made Reform more necessary, for 
God knows the great majority of 
Irish and English members were 
careless of England or Lreiand, or 
any thing but themselves (cheers). 
The spectacle that presented itself 
in England was that of a petition- 
ing people and a confiding Parlia- 
ment-—that Parliament inflicted 
taxation upon the people, without 
guarding or protecting their rights 
or liberties. It was that which 
made England, not the envy of sur- 
rounding nations, but the envy of 
surrounding sovereigns, who had 
not so potent and pliable an instru- 
ment at their command. But it 
was said that they had a virtual 
representation in that House; he 
would ask the farmers about him 
to consider what would be thought 
of them, if, on taking their grain to 
market, they offered a sample, not 
of that which they had to dispose 
of, but of a different article ; would 
any honest man agree to sell, or 
would any thinking man agree to 
buy, under such circumstances? 
Ne was sure they would not. In 
that light, and in that light only, 
might they look upen those who 
were called their representatives 
in the House of Commons. Of 
all the samples which it was most 
dificult to find in that House was 
a sample of honest men (cheers). 
There was, however, one class who 
were well represented in thathouse, 
he meant the country gentlemen ; 
they contributed, in a considerable 
degree, to the “ eollective wis- 
dom” of the house ; but, where the 
interests of the people were con- 
cerned, they were found bereft of 
every sense but thatoffear. They 
allowed Ministers to scare them 
out of every privilege of the Con- 
stitution—out of every thing save 
what most immediately affected 
themselves. It was true they.some- 
times spoke their minds, but net 
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in the pruper place—their truest 
sentiments were to be Icarnt in the 
Anti-Chamber of the Minister, and 
not in the great Council of the na- 
tion. It was to these gentlemen 
that he should wish most particu- 
larly to address himself—they were 
the persons who had the power of 
compelling Ministers to a reduc- 
tion, if they would only raise their 
voices together; but the difliculty 
in which they were placed was 
this—how were they to satisfy the 
country if a reduction were not 
brought about? And how were 
they to satisfy themselves and 
their friends ifit was? The Noble 
Marquis at the head of the Foreign 
Department had indeed stated, 
that at length there was to be some 
small reduction; but why had it 
not been made three or four years 
ago? Trifling as the proposed re- 
ductions were, they might have 
been introduced some years back, 
and with more effect than at pre- 
sent. He felt much curiosity to 
learn the plan of the Noble Mar- 
quis, and now that he had disco- 
vered it, he found that it was a 
scheme which would not reduce 
the expense of the country—ex- 
cept indeed as far as the reduction 
of one shilling per bushel on malt 
went. Those who lived by taxa- 
tion endeavoured to prove that the 
distress of the country was not 
caused by the pressure of that 
taxation. If he were asked what 
benefit wozld result froin Reform. 
he would answer that Reform, if 
it could not make amends to the 
country for the past, would at least 
preserve the remaining liberties of 
the country. He felt called upon 
to use every effort to repair those 
inroads upon the Constitution 
which had been made by that per- 
nicious influence which had been 
described as meeting every man in 
every place. Let the people de- 
clare, in the language of the Peti- 
tion, that until the eall for re- 
trenchment and reform was heard, 
they would never cease to demand 





redress. (The Noble Lord con- 
cluded amid the loudest cheers), 


Lord ELLENBOROUGH said, 
that whatever differences of opinion 
might exist between him and the 
Meeting, he hoped, at least, that 
they would treat him with that im- 
partiality which on a former occa 
sion he had experienced. He was 
willing to do the utmost justice te 
the motives of the Honowable 
Mover: the principal difference 
between them was as to the best 
mode of obtaining the object which 
the Noble Lord had in view. It 
was agreed, upon all hands, that 
great distress prevailed amongst 
the agricultural classes —it was 
agreed too, that it was necessary 
to afford them immediate and ef- 
fectual relief. The Noble Lord 
proceeded to argue that relief from 
existing distress was not to be ob- 
tained by a reduction of taxation. 
In 1816, 18 millions of taxes were 
removed. Did relief follow? No. 
The whole of that year was one of 
the most distressing since the war; 
but if faxes to the amount of six 
or seven millions were taken up, or 
that a bounty to that amount wére 
given, that bounty, in point of fact, 
would not make a greater difference 
than 5s. a quarter upon wheat. 
In point of fact, the Meeting ne- 
gatived the idea of relief being 
afforded by that means, when they 
laughed at the idea of relief fol- 
lowing the proposed reduction of & 
shilling a bushel on barley, and 
yet that proposed reduction would 
make a reduction of 1,400,000/. 
if the reduction were four times 
that amount, no effectual telie€ 
would follow. Whatever might be 
his impressions with respect te 
Reform, he did not wish to mix it 
up with the more pressing question 
of their distress; it was admitted 
on all hands, that any relief to be 
eflective must be immeciate, but 
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be immediate, and therefore was 
not the best, nor indeed any re- 
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medy. He continued, at some 
length, to state his objections to, 
and the difficulties of effecting a 
Reform, and observed that they 
had been told that the great dis- 
tresses of the country had been 
caused by the late war—to the 
corruption of Parliament, and tax- 
ation, as the consequence of that 
corruption; but they should recol- 
lect, that in America, where there 
Was an equal representation — 
where there existed the cheapest 
possible Government, yet, in that 
country, distress had been more 
Severe and more oppressive than it 
had ever been in this country. 
The Noble Lord then said, that if 
the Meeting coupled the question 
of Reform with the question of 
Agricultural Distress, they would 
postpone that relief which was so 
mecessary and so much desired. 
If they were dissatisfied with Mi- 
nisters, let them petition for their 
change; if they were dissatisfied 
with their Members, let them 
change them; but he entreated 
them not to tear down the sacred 
fabric of the Constitution—{a voice 
in the crowd: “ It is Lord Lon- 
** donderry, and not us, who is 
** pulling down the Constitution.”’) 
The Noble Earl concluded by pro- 
posing the following Amendment: 


1. Resolved, that we are, and 
long have been, in a state of un- 
exampled distress, immediately 
arising from the low prices of agri- 
cultural produce, and the great 
expenses of cultivation. 

2. Resolved, That we earnestly 
desire the House of Commons 


to adopt measures for our cer- 
tain, effectual, and immediate 
relief. 


3. Resolved, That such certain, 
effectual, and immediate relief will 
not, in our opinion, be derived from 
any of the measures hitherto pro- 
posed by the King’s Ministers. 

4. Resolved, That we implore 
the House of Commons to en- 
force every retrenchment in the 
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publie expenditure, and every 
reduction of taxes which can 
be made consistently with good 
faith, with the efficiency of our 
necessary establishments, and with 
the general prosperity of our 
State. 

5. Resolved, That we hope the 
Members of the House of Com- 
mons will, on this occasion, by 
their sympathy with the people, 
and by the wisdom of their mea- 
sures, prove themselves to be the 
real and worthy Representatives of 
the Nation, and not afford us cause 
to desire any change in the an- 
cient constitution of the House of 
Commons. 

6. Resolved, That a Petition, 
founded upon the foregoing Reso- 
lutions, be addressed to the Hcuse 
of Commons. 

7. Resolved, That the following 
be the Petition :— 


To the Honourable the Commons of 
the United Kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland in Parliament as- 
sembled, 


The humble Petition of the Free- 
holders, Copyholders, Occupiers 
and Inhabitants of the County of 
Surrey, in the County Meeting 
assembled, 


Sheweth, 

That your Petitioners are, and 
long have been, in a state of un- 
exampled distress, immediately 
arising from the low price of agri- 
cultural produce, and the great ex- 
penses of cultivation. 

That your Petitioners earnestly 
desire your Honourable House 
to adopt measures for their 
certain, effectual, and immediate 
relief. 

That in the opinion of your 
Petitioners, such certain, effec- 
tual, and immediate relief will not 
be derived from any of the mea- 
sures hitherto proposed by the 
King’s Ministers. 

That your Petitioners implore 
your Honourable House to en- 
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force every retrenchment in the 
public expenditure, and every 
reduction of taxes which can 
be made consistently with good 
faith, with the efliciency of our 
necessary establishments, and 
with the general prosperity of the 
State. 

That your Petitioners hope, that 
the Members of your Honoutable 
House will on this occasion, by 
their sympathy with the people, and 
the wisdom of their measures, prove 
themselves to be the real and wor- 
thy Representatives of the Nation, 
and not afford your Petitioners 
cause to desire any change in the 
ancient constitution of the House 
of Commons. 

And your Petitioners will ever 
pray, &c. 


8. Resolved, That this Petition be 
signed by the High Sheriff on behalf 
of the Meeting. 


Mr. GAITSKELL scconded the 
Amendment. 


Mr. DENISON, member for the 
county, was received with the 
loudest cheers, and spoke at some 
length fully in concurrence with 
the petition. He concluded his 
speech with particularising the 
sort of Reform which he thought 
desirable, and we _ understood 
him to give his preference to one 
which would extend the suffrage 
to Householders and Copyholders, 
and limit the duration of Parlia- 
ment to three years. 


Mr. TROWER spoke of the 
question of depreciation, and con- 
tended that a greater depression of 
prices was attributed to Mr. Peel’s 
Bill, than was warranted by the 
fact. He considered it altogether 
unfounded that prices must go 
down progressively lower until 
the month of May 1823. There 
was a glut of produce in the mar- 
ket, and that was one of the con- 
curring causes which led to the 
present agricultural distress. He 
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knew he should startle the Meeting, 
but be would still hazard the as- 
sertion, that the taxes which had 
been repealed had contributed to 
that very distress. The Meeting 
here became unwilling to attend to 
any further observations from this 
speaker, and 


Mr. GREY BENNET next came 
forward, and was received with the 
loudest and warmest marks of ap- 
plause and public affection. He 
did not feel at all surprised that 
the words which had falien from 
his Honourable Friend ( Mr. 
Trower) had caused such marks 
of astonishment. He never could 
have imagined that so strange a 
sophism, thatan absurdity as great 
as had ever entered the mind of 
the most incapable of human be- 
ings, should have taken possession 
of the strong intellect of his Ho- 
nourable Friend. Did he not know 
that the strongest minds were oc- 
casionally led away, and _ bewil- 
dered by a love of parade? [Mr. T. 
here said, no, no, you mistake 
me.| Mr. Bennet, in continuation, 
said, he thought he had a glimpse 
of the meaning of his Honourable 
Friend. He thought that his Ho- 
nourable Friend had some hanker- 
ing after a property tax (no, no, 
from Mr. Trower). Mr. Bennet 
said, then he was at a loss to dis- 
cover what could have entered the 
head of his Honourable Friend--- 
what could have induced him to 
tell the people that a reduction of 
taxation was, if not the sole, at 
least a great part of the grievances 
under which they laboured. He 
could not for a moment conjecture 
what the Gentleman could have 
been dreaming about, when he 
made use of what he (Mr. Bennet) 
would take leave to call a most 
absurd and preposterous proposi- 
tion (laughter, and hear, hear, 
hear !).--- Whether the public bur- 
thens were increased 20 or 30 per 
cent. by the operation of the Bank 
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Restriction Act, which was brought 
about by the scandalous fraud of 
Mr. Pitt, or whether the operation 
of Mr. Peel’s Bill had a tendency 
to produce the same effect, was 
not now the question ; but he must 
observe that, in the introduction of 
Mr. Peel’s Bill, no precaution had 
been taken, no attempt had been 
made, to reduce the public expen- 
diture--- on the contrary, they had 
selected a year for the introduction, 
a year for the bringing forward 
that measure, during which they 
inflicted on the country an addi- 
tional burthen of three millions of 
taxation. Now, when the distress 
prevailed all over the country, the 
only relief proposed was the re- 
duction of the Malt Tax---a reduc- 
tion reluctantly and vainly made 
by Ministers, to silence the com- 
plaints of a clamorous people.--- 
The Noble Lord (Ellenborough) 
had indulged in a variety of rich 
common place; he had listened to 
that Noble Lord with an attention 
due to his rank and character, 
more than to the matter of his 
speech ; indeed, the Noble Lord’s 
good manner of speaking, and his 
character, had gained for him a 
greater degree of attention than 
the substance of his speech could 
command or deserve. Never was 
there any thing more strange than 
some of the propositions of the 
Noble Lord; he (Lord Ellenbo- 
rough) had asked what Reform 
would do forthe people? he had 
asked what immediate relief would 
it afford? He (Mr. B.) would an- 
swer him, by telling him what 
reform would do for the country--- 
it would not restore to the people 
the money that had been extracted 
from them to support the calami- 
ties---the aggressions which 20 
years of bad Administration ac- 
complished--- it would not bring 
back those gallant spirits who had 
fallen in that disastrous war ; 
but this it would do ---it would 
secure the cowntry from the repeti- 
tion of those calamitieg, and give to 
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the people of England an active 
and a vigilant and an efficient con- 
troul over their property and their 
liberties. All eyes were turned 
to Parliament--- that Parliament 
had sat a week, would they enter- 
tain the proposition for economy 
and retrenchment? One hundred 
Members said Yes ---- but two 
handred would say No. Amongst 
the latter number, he must say, 
that the name of the Member 
for Surrey (Mr, H. Sumner) was 
enrolled. He would ask the Meet- 
ing, whether if the people of Eng- 
land were fairly represented in 
that House, the Ayes would not be 
where the Noes were, and the 
Noes where the Ayes ? (hear, hear!) 
It was now twelve years since he 
became a Member of Parliament; 
he did not feel it an honour to have 
been a Member of Parliament, but 
he felt it an honour for having re- 
presented, he hoped faithfully re- 
presented, his Constituents for that 
period. — During that period he 
frequently found himself upon Con- 
stitutional questions ; for on look- 
ing to the returns of those who 
voted, he found himself voting with 
the Representatives of Counties, 
of Cities, and of popular Boroughs, 
the real Representatives of the 
People (hear, hear, hear!). And if 
there was a numerical superiority 
against him, it was because men 
who were sent to that House; not 
by the people, but by A, B, C.—by 
those who trafficked in Boroughs, 
and disposed of the seats in that 
House by inch of candle—by men 
who were determined to support 
any Government, however base— 
any measure, however hostile to 
the liberties and interests of the 
country—to support any set of men, 
however they might be inclined to 
poke their long fingers into the 
pockets of the people.—The Mar- 
quis of Londonderry had plainly 
told the country that they were to 
look to the curse of famine, not te 
the blessing of plenty—that bles- 
sing, for which they were enjoined 





_ by the Noble Lord (Ellenborough), 
_ and. by the Gentleman who spoke 
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by their common Liturgy to offer 
up their daily prayers to Heaven 
(hear!). The Noble Lord had told 
the people that they must look to 
the power of nature as the main 
source of relief—not in its pro- 
ductiveness—not in its bounty, but 
in its sterility and barrenness 
(hear, hear!) What must be the 
monstrous character of that arti- 
ficial system under which we live, 
when the blessings of nature be- 
come the curse of man—when that 
which, under a wise dispensation, 
would be deplored as a public 
affliction, is now sought for as our 
only consolation and hope. The 
Honourable Gentleman, after some 
other observations, concluded by 
pledging himself to give his most 
zealous support to the Pectition.— 
(The Honourable Member’s speech 
was received with loud cheers). 


Mr. COBBETT next addressed 
the Meeting. ‘He was standing ou 
the foot-board of his own post-chaise, 
and a wish was expressed for the 
purpose of his being heard more dis- 
tinctly, that he should take his posi- 
tion in one of the wagons. _ He ac- 
ceded to this request, and an avenue 
was made to permit him to pass 
through.—Ile began by stating, that 
at that late hour and after the various 
speeches made by those who had pre- 
ceded him, he should not trespass 
very long upon the attention of the 
Meeting. He should limit himself 
to the consideration of the ol)jections 
which had been made to the Petition 


last but one, whose name was 
Trowér. Infinite pains, he said, had 


been taken by the Ministers and by 


their adherents all over the country, 
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to cause it to be believed that taxa- 
tion was not thre cause of the present 
distress; and the Gentleman just 
mentioned had gone so far to-day, 
as to assert that taxation was a bless- 
ing, (Mr. Trower dissented here). 
His words were that the “ country 
suffered from taxes being taken off,” 
(* true, true,” from the Meeting). 
Mr. Cobbett proceeded to illustrate 
the truth of taxation being burthen- 
some ; first observing that, upon the 
face of the thing, to suppose taxation 
not to be burthensome, was some- 
thing too monstrous and too absurd 
tobe soberly entertained by anybody 
fora moment. His illustration was 
this ; suppose a hundred men having 
families to compose a cominunity, 
the whole of whom were engaged in 
labours mutually useful and bene- 
ficial to each other; one a farmer, 
another a shoemaker, another a tai- 
lor, and so on. Suppose one amongst 
them, stronger and more cunning 
than the rest, to put himself at the 
head of 19 more, and suppose these 
20 to be provided with arms (for that 
was the thing after gll) ; the cunning 
and stroug tellow, in order to live 
himself and keep the 19 in a state of 
ease, would begin taxation, first 
taking a shilling from one, sixpence 
from another, half-a-crown fiom 
another, and so on. Now, would 
uot the eighty suffer from this taxa- 
tion? would not they have less to 
enjoy than they had before? We 
were told that the eighty would re- 
ceive the money back again ; that it 
would be diffused in the expenses ef 
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the twenty. And so they undoubt- 
edly would: It would come hack to 
them ; but, then, must they not give 
something for it, (“« yes, yes,” from 
the meeting) ; one must give a bushel 


_ of wheat for what he got back ; ano- 


ther a day’s labour; another a pair 
of shoes ; in short, all must contri- 
bute something out of their earnings 
to obtain back that which was taken 
from them before. And this was the 
nature of taxation (hear, hear, hear!). 
Whether it was a blessing or not, he 
would leave that to the Meeting. If 
it were, indeed, then was the bliss of 
this country most perfect. Inthe pro- 
gress of this taxation, some became 
poor and miserable sooner than 
others. Sickness, misfortune. These 
became the first paupers. In pro- 
portion as the taxation increased, the 
pauperism would increase. And we 
knew, that in the exact proportion in 


-which the taxes had been augmented 


in England, in that very proportion 
had pauperism and national degra- 
dation been augmented ; facts noto- 
riously true, and established by offi- 
cial documents,—Adverting to what 
had fallen from the Noble Lord who 
had---but, the shortest way was to 
call him by his name---Lord Ellen- 
borough---adverting to what had been 
said by that Noble Lord, namely, 
that taxes could not be the cause of 
the agricultural distress, because 18 
millions had been taken off soon after 
the peace, and that thedistress began 
immediately to make its appearance 
and attained its greatest height in 
1816 and 1817. He (Mr. C.) would 





not, on this occasion, say of the Noble 
Lord as some persons had said of 
the writings of others, that this re- 
presentation had proceeded from 
“superior malignity,” or from any 
malignity at all; for, it manifestly 
proceeded from the simplicity of the 
Noble Lord (a laugh), who really ap- 
peared to understand nothing at all 
of the subject. If the Noble Lord 
had understood this matter, his sin- 
cerity would doubtless not have suf- 
fered him to omit to state, that, at 
the time when the 18 millions of 
taxes were taken off, the remaining 
53 or 54 millions were, in fact, more 
than doubled by the operations of 
the Bank, which, being compelled by 
law to pay in real coin in six months 
after the peace, and being protected 
merely from time to time until the 
year 1819, was all this time contract- 
ing the circulation of the currency ; 
Country bank-paper as well as Lon- 
don bank-paper. So that, the taxes 
which remained on, were much more 
burthensome after the war than they 
were during the war. And this was 
the reason why the country began to 
sink and feel ‘distress the moment 
the war was over, instead of feeling 
that relief, and rising in prosperity in 
the manner, that it did after the Ame- 
rican war. The Jews and jobbers of 
‘Change Alley, in whose school so 
many of our Statesmen were unhap- 
pily bred, have not been able to dis- 
tinguish between gold and silver as 
currency in a country, and the same 
metals as an article of merchandise, 


| Hence had arisen the false notion, 
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so prevalent, and which had led to 
such embarrassment and confusion 
of mind in our Rulers, with Mr. Ri- 
cardo at their head, that because 
paper was only four and a half per 
cent. below gold in the market at the 
time of passing Mr. Peel's Bill, prices 
now have fallen in consequence of 
that Bill, only that 44 per cent. an 
effect quite inadequate to producing 
the present frightful distress. With 
this notion in their minds, they 
were quite astounded at the phe- 
nomena which they perceived in the 
political hemisphere. Now, the truth 
was, that gold as currency and gold as 
merchandise differed so widely from 
each other, that it was notoriously 
true, that when wheat was at the 
highest price, gold was at the low- 
est price, at times during the last 
war. At other times, gold was at a 
very high price in the market when 
wheat was at a comparatively low 
price; some times the prices of 
both were high, at other times the 
prices of both were low. Nothing 
could show more clearly than this, 
that gold as currency has very little 
in common with gold as merchan- 
dise ; and, indeed, nothing at all, 
where the paper is of forced curcula- 
tion or legal tender. The Noble 
Lord (Ellenborough’s) argument, 
therefore, failed him here also. It 
had never been said that it was Mr. 
Peel’s Bill that produced the whole 
of the distress: it was but a conti- 
nuation of the measures which pro- 
duced the distress; but, as it more 
peremptorily commanded a further 
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contraction of the circulating me- 
dium, it had in the same proportion 
more aggravated the distress. What 
the Noble Lord said with regard to 
similar distresses in America, he 
(Mr. C.) would not speak of as a 
wilful misrepresentation of the Noble 
Lord, far less would he apply to it a 
word which he would not pronounce 
before the Meeting; but having the 
best possible means of correct infor- 
mation upon the subject; means of 
information certainly not yielding to 
any that the Noble Lord could possess, 
he could positively assure the Meet- 
ing, that (upon the grounds, without 
doubt, of some misinformation), the 
state of America, as described by the 
Noble Lord, was wholly untrue. Prices 
had fallen in America even ina greater 
proportion than here; but the distress 
had been confined to speculating 
merchants, owners of wharfs and 
ships, and others who were in debt 
from the paper system. As to dis-~ 
tress among farmers in America, 
where almost the whole population 
were farmers, who were very seldom 
renters, and who paid hardly any 
taxes at all, no such thing had ex- 
isted; and, the illustration furnished 
by America in this case, brought in 
by the Noble Lord to support his are 
gument, was the strongest possible 
proof of the unsoundness of that ar- 
gument; for, there, where the fall of 
prices had been greater than here, 
there had been no agricultural dis- 
tress; for could the Noble Lord 
point to any single instance in 
America, where they can petititoz 
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where they please and how they 
please; could he point to one single 
instance of complaints of this kind 
made in that country? Ina word, 
the situation of America completely 
demonstrated that it was taxation 
and taxation alone that was the cause 
of the distress in this country. The 
petition which Mr. Leech had pre- 
sented to the meeting, stated prices 
to be lower now than they were in 
the year 1790. That allegation was 
perfectly true, as might be demon- 
strated by a comparison of price, if it 
were not too late in the day to go 
into a detailed statement. The peti- 
tion expressed the conviction of the 
Meeting, that prices of farm produce 
would fall still lower than they were 
at present, in which opinion he 
(Mr. C.) fullyconcurred. The Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Trower) seemed to sup- 
pose that those who entertained this 
opinion were little better than mad; 
he (Mr. C.) was one of these “ mad- 
men, and would endeavour to give 
clear reasons for his opinion. It was 
not at this time of day to be denied, 
for all agreed, that the contraction 
of the circulating medium had had a 
part, at any rate, to do, in lowering 
the prices. That being the case, we 
had only to enquire, whether the 
measures in operation would produce 
a further contraction. The public 
were told, that cash-payments had 
actually come; that the Bank was 
now paying in cash, and some had 
said that his (Mr. C.’s) prophecies 
had been falsified {a laugh]. But, 
the fact was, that the Bank did not 





now pay in cash: its notes were still 
a legal tender, and that legal tender 
kept in circulation an immense quan- 
tity of country rags. Mr. Peel’s Bill 
had not yet gone into effect; it was 
only approaching towards the time 
when it was to go into effect ; when 
May 1823 came, then it would go 
into effect, and then the Meeting 
would see what would be its ultimate 
consequences. At this time, if any 
one went to a country banker, and 
asked him for gold for his notes, no 
gold would he give, but legally ten- 
der him Bank of Engtand Notes, 
which were, perhaps, less valuable 
in his eyes than the country rag 
itself. But, when the time should 
come, when every one could go with 
the rag in his hand, and demand a 
sovereign in its stead, did any one 
believe that any of the numerous ser- 
vant men, or servant women, who, 
by the by, were by far the more sen- 
sible of the two, for what they earn 
they generally kept with more care ; 
did any one believe that any la- 
bourer, tradesman, or any person 
in his senses would lay by a rag when 
he could lay by a sovereign? Hence 
will May 1628 inevitably see a very 
large portion of the rags disappear. 
We were told, that in the stead of 
these rags gold would come, and 
that therefore the whole quantity 
of circulating medium would not 
be diminished. But let the Meet- 
ing mark the operation. Whatever 
gold come must come from other 
nations; that would cause prices 
to fall in those nations, as the Agri- 
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cultural Committee themselves ad- 
mit, and as every person at all ac- 
quainted with the subject must know. 
Our prices must keep falling with 
the prices in those other nations, as 
the same Committee also admits; 
and thus it appeared to him (Mr. C.) 
that the opinion contained in the Pe- 
tion; that the anticipation of still 
lower prices, and he thought much 
lower prices, was perfectly correct. 
The Petition alleged that the expences 
of the present establishment in the 
sixth year of peace were greater, not 
only than those of the year 1790, but 
more than three times as great; the 
Petition might have gonestill further, 
and have said more than four times 
as great; for in the year 1790, the 
net produce of the taxes in Great 
Britain, which he pledged himself 
to have taken from the official ac- 
counts, amounted (excluding one 
million for the Spanish armament) to 
12,832,206/.; and, for the year 1820, 
these taxes amounted to 51,328,824/. 
The Excise, in the year 1790, amount- 
ed to 6,068,295/.; for the year 1820, 
they amounted to 23,734,615/. These 
were the taxes that particularly press- 
ed upon the farmer and his labourers 
(hear, hear!), This took away what 
should remain for rent, and for suffi- 
cient wages to the labourer; this 
formed the ground of that part of the 
petition which so reasonably prayed 
for taking the taxes from malt, salt, 
soap, candles, and leather. Another 
allegation of the Petition, though ap- 
parently so incredible, was neverthe- 
less strictly true, ramely, that the 
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expences for the Navy, Ordnance and 
Afmy, in this season of profound 
peace, surpassed those of former sea- 
sons of actual and widely extended 
war.—Now, the expences of these de- 
partments for the year 1820 (the last 
official account that he possessed), 
amounted to 17,384,411/. Let us 
(said he) now see what were the ex- 
pences of these departments in the 
year 1782, which (excepting the last 
war) was the year of the most widely 
extended war that England ever 
knew. We were then at war on the 
Continent of America from Canada 
to Cape Florida, an extent, in length, 
of 1,900 miles. We had to transport 
troops across the Atlantic, horses and 
their provinder, down to their very 
straw ; we were at war in the East 
Indies, at war in the West Indies, at 
war in the Mediterranean to defend 
Minorca and Gibraltar; at war all 
over the world. having to face the 
fleets of France, Spain and Holland ; 
and yet in that year the whole ex- 
pence of the departments before- 
mentioned, amounted to 17,336,7951.; 
that was to say, 47,000/. less than it 
was in the seventh year of this peace 
—(cheers). And now he begged the 
Meeting to mark and to remember 
that, in 1790 we had 20,000 seamen 
and marines, and the navy then cost 
2,4133,636/.; while our present navy, 
of the same number of seamen and 
marines, cost 6,395,552/. though the 
prices of provisions, clothing and all 
the material necessary articles were 
as low if not lower in price now than 
they were in the year 1790, He 
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begged the Meeting to attend to 
another comparison still more as- 
tounding. In the before-mentioned 
year 1782, having the fleets of 
three nations to fight with, with a 
hundred thousand seamen and ma- 
- rines constantly in employ, the 
Navy cost 7,803,285/. And (hear 
it he prayed them), in the year 
1820, the navy having only twenty 
thousand seamen and marines on 
board, cost 6,395,552/. (cheers). Was 
not this monstrous? Could any man 
say that this profusion could possibly 
have taken place in a Parliament 
chosen by the people (cheers)? But 
look at the navy andthe army lists, and 
the cause of the expence is explained. 
We have ten Admirals to every nine 
ships of the line; and we have one 
General to every three hundred men, 
even supposing the army to be upon 
the highest establishment during the 
last war. He put it to the Meeting 
whether they could believe such things 
would be suffered by a ILouse of Coin- 
mons truly representing the people 
of England? If all the captains, 
subalterns, contractors, purveyors, 
commissaries, clerks, and retainers 
were taken into the account, he verily 
believed ,that we had in the navy one 
gentleman to maintain for every two 
common sailors and marines, and in 
the army one gentleman to every two 
private soldiers, now actually in er- 
vice, Again, then, he put it to the 
Meeting, whether such abuses could 
possibly exist if the people were really 
represented in Parliament, and had 
thereby an efficient controul over the 
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public expenditure ?—He now came. 


to speak of Reform as connected with 
the Petition. The Noble Lord (Ellen- 
borough), doubtless from mis-appre- 
hension or want of memory, objected 
to this part of the Petition, because it 
prayed for Reform as the means of 
immediate relief, for the agricultural 
distress, The fact was otherwise. 
The Petition prayed to the present 
House for immediate relief by reduc- 
tion of taxes; but added, that the 
county could have no security, from 
future oppression without a Reform 
of the House of Commons, which 
made the two prayers of the Petition 
perfectly consistent with each other. 
As to the sort of Reform, the Peti- 
tion said nothing about that; and he 
rather regretted that the Honour- 
able Member for the County (Mr. 
Denison) had upon this occasion, 
expressed any opinion in detail upon 
the subject. He (Mr. C.) differed 
somewhat in opinion with that wor- 
thy Gentleman as to the sort of Re- 
form that was required; but, this 
was not atime to discuss that matter. 
Before he concluded, he would not 
blink to the great subject of all, 
namely, the reduction of the interest 
of the debt. The mover of the Pe- 
tition (Mr. Leech) so fully proved 
the justice and necessity of such re- 
duction, that he (Mr. C.) was some- 
what disappointed in not having a 
prayer to that effect in the Petition. 
The National Debt was the great 
burden of all; for it formed more 
than three-fifths of the whole of the 
expenditure ; and the time was not 
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far distant when, if all things went 
on in the present way, the landlord 
would have no rents, and the parson 
no tithes. When the landlord shall no 
longer receive rent, it will be useless 
for him to turn one tenant out, for 
he can get nothing from another. To 
take the lands into his own hands 
will be worse than nothing; for, in 
his hands there will not be the means 
of paying the rents and taxes. If 
authority he wanted to appeal to‘on 
this important subject, he would ap- 
peal, not to the writings of jacobins 
and radicals, but to those of Mr. 
Burke, the apostle of the high aris- 
tocracy, who, for writing the very 
work which he was about to cite, had 
already cost us, in the way of pen- 
sion, 70,000/. It was debt, he would 
have it be remembered ; it was the 
cry of national faith that produced 
the revolution in France and the 
overthrow of the nobility and the 
church. The new rulers in that 
country seized particularly on the 
church-property to pay the debts of 
the state; whereupon Mr. Burke 
exclaims, “ We, in England, enter- 
* tain a high opinion of legislative 
“ authority; but we have never 
“ dreamt that Parliament had any 
** right whatever to violate property, 
“ to overrule prescription, or to force 
“ acurrency of their own fiction in 
“ the place of that which is real and 
“ recognized by the law of nations.” 
In another place he says, after hav- 
ing treated with contempt the words 
national faith and public creditor, 
“ the original faith of civil society is 





“ pledged to the property of the citi- 
“ zen, and not to the creditor of the 
‘state. The claim of the citizen is 
“ prior in time, paramount in title, 
“ superior inequity. The fortunes of 
“ individuals were no part of the cre~ 
“ ditor’s security, expressed or im- 
“ plied.” Little did Mr, Burke ima- 
gine when he wrote this, that that 
which we now see would ever take 
place in this country! And, when, 
in another place, he says, in the lan- 
guage of triumph, “ The Jews of our 
“ «Change-alley have not yet dared 
“to hint their hopes of a mortgage 
“ on the revenues of the See of Can- 
“‘ terbury,” little did he expect that 
there would ever come a Mr. Baring 
to tell us, that, from the Peer to the 
labourer we must pay as long as we 
have any thing to pay with, or that 
a Mr. Ricardo would arise, to tell the 
once proud nobility and gentry of 
England, that Fundholders have not 
only a mortgage on the estates of 
every one (the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury included,) but that they are 
in actual possession of their estates? 
In conclusion, he begged and im- 
plored the Meeting to remember, 
that, if no reduction of debt took 
place, and if all things continued to 
go on as they were now going on, 
the landlord would lose his land, the 
parson his tithes, and that the Go- 
vernment would become the real 
owners of the land in trust for the 
Fundholders. The farmer must re- 
main; for food would be wanted, 
and food would be raised while there 
was land to raise it on, Messrs. Bar- 
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ing and Ricardo might talk as long 
as they pleased about their mortgage 
upon the landlord's last acre, the 
parson’s last yard of glebe, and the 
labourer’s last mouthful; but the 
farmer would stand where he was 
(hear, hear!) nothing could move 
him; the labourer must be fed too ; 
but, when the landlord shall get no 
rent, and still not leave enough for 
the fundholder, resort would be had 
to the tithes, and thus will the Aris- 
tocracy and the Church of England, 
like those of France and Spain, be 
confiscated for the purpose of pre- 
serving what is termed the national 
faith. The end will, in all human 
-probability, if all the present mea- 
sures be pushed on, be in this way, 
leaving the farmer the tenant of the 
Government, or in a bloody revolu- 
tion. Strange, then, as it might ap- 
pear to the Meeting, and grating as 
it might sound in the ears of those 
who had been accustomed to rail at 
Jacobins and Radicals, his reat opi- 
nion was, and he could not miss this 
opportunity of distinctly expressing 
it before the county of Surrey, that 
if the Nobility and the Church of 
England were at last to be saved, it 
could be only by those measures 
which had been so long prayed for in 
vain by those Jacobins and Radicals. 
—This speech was hailed by one 
unanimous shout of approbation from 
the vast Meeting there assembled. 


Mr. H. SUMNER defended his 


Parliamen conduct at consider- 
able oar gd se 





Mr. MABERLY taxed Mr. Holme 
Sumner with having voted against 
Mr. Hume’s Resolution for a reduc- 
tion of taxation upon the moving of 
the Address, notwithstanding his 
promise to su the Petition pro- 
posed at the last Meeting, which 
was to the same effect. 


Thanks were voted to the High 
Sheriff, and the Meeting was dis- 


solved at twenty minutes past six 
o'clock. 


We cannot close this account with- 
out observing, that the whole of the 
proceedings were conducted with 
great regularity; the Meeting was 
numerous and respectable in the 
highest degree. 





CHICHESTER MEETING. 


On Wednesday, the 20th in- 
stant, there was a Meeting of far- 
mers at the Swan Inw ar Cui- 
enesteR, Mr. Stephen Wool- 
dridge in the chair. The chief 
object of the meeting was to dine 
with me, and to hear what I had 
to say upon the prospects which 
the farmers now had. I went on 
from Epsom, and got to Chiches- 
ter on Tuesday evening.—There 
was a dimer at the Swan Inn at 
2 o'clock, Mr. Srernxen Woot 
pripct intheChai. The fables 
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in this room being filled, and they 
contained about 160 persons, the 
farmers from the other market- 
rooms in the city came to the 
dining-room after the dinner was 
over ; forming, all together, a body 
of about four hundred persons, 


_ chiefly farmers. The chairman, 


who was the gentleman that had 
invited me to Chichester (and 
whom, by the by, I had never 
seen or heard of till this invita- 
tion) first gave, as toasts, the 
King, the Memory of the late 
Queen Caroline, and the Royal 
family. He then gave my health 
as that of a person likely to be 
able to point out to the meeting 
the cause of, and a remedy for the 
present distress—I endeavoured 
to make good the opinion which 
he had expressed : in what degree 
I succeeded must be left to the 
decision ofthe reader. I had the 
pleasure to see, that F produced 
great impression on the minds of 
so many persons, who, in a few 
hours, would depart to be scat- 
tered over all the surrounding 
country within thirty miles of the 
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spot where [ had the honour to 
address them.—The following is 
a sketch of this rustic harangue. 
To put an hour’s talk into print 
is a thing out of the question with- 
out a great deal more time than is 
now (Thursday noon) left me. I 
have endeavonred to preserve the 
main points, which 1 have copied 
from notes taken by a gentleman 
connected with the Morning Chro« 
nicle. I beg the reader to con- 
sider duly these arguments inrsup- 
port of a reduction of taxation. 
I beg the farmers, in particular, 
to consider these arguments. Un- 
eommonly anxious am fF upon this 
score ; bemg but too well con- 
vinced, that, if the present session 
should pass over without a very 
great redaction of taxes, the con- 
sequences will be such as I do not 
think proper to describe. How- 
ever, the landlords, and particu- 
larly the nobility, have, in their 
own hands, the power of saving 
themselves. If they do not choose 
to do it, I can see no reason for 
my experiencing any particular 
chagrin on the subject. I have 
7 Q2 
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laid the consequences fairly be- 
fore them; and, as the affair is 
theirs, to them must be left the 
decision. 





“ Mr. Coszert, having thanked 
the Meeting for the honour they 
had done him, said, that he could 
by no means hold out a hope to 
them that he was able to perform 
the task that the too high opinion 
of the worthy Chairman had as- 
signed him; but, that he would 
endeavour, not to make what is 
called a speech, one of those 
things by the making of which the 
arch impostor had so largely con- 
tributed towards producing the 
present ruin; but, he would en- 
deavour to communicate to the 
Meeting some really useful in- 
formation as to matters in which 
they were all so deeply interested, 
—In consequence of the public 
announcement of the fact that he 
had been invited to attend at this 
meeting, a writer in a Brighton 
newspaper had said, that “‘ Cob- 
« bett was not wanted at Chiches- 
“ ter, for that the Duke of Rich- 
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‘mond and Lord Selsea had not 
“raised their rents during the 
“war, and that, therefore, the 
“farmers in the neighbourhood 
“ of Chichester were not in dis- 
“ tress, and wanted no Cobbett 
“ to talk to them on the subject.” 
He (Mr.C.) was ignorant as to 
the facts stated in this letter; 
those who rented under the two 
noblemen therein mentioned best 
knew whether their rents had been 
raised during the war; but, sup- 
posing the fact to be true; sup- 
posing their rents not to have been 
raised a penny during the war, 
yet, if those tenants believed, that 
they could now pay the rents of 
the year 1790, he (Mr.C.) was 
sure, that they stood in need of 
“ Cobbett,” or of somebody else, 
to show them their error, and to 
save them from ruin—That the 
prices were lower now than before 
the war, he showed by referring 
to returns from Greenwicn Hos- 
pitaL, Which proved that the 
prices of flour, meat and cheese, 
were higher in the year 1790 than 
at this time ; and then he asked, 
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whether, with the present increas- 
ed burdens, it was possible for the 
farmer to pay the rents of that 
year '—He had, upon a recent 
occasion, shown the error on 
which that liberal Nobleman Earl 
Fitzwilliam had acted, when he so 
generously reduced his rents forty- 
five per cent, and he would now, 
in illustration of the question just 
put to the meeting, mention a 
similar error into which another 
great and respectable Nobleman 
(the Marquis of Stafford) had 
fallen. His Lordship, in order to 
reduce his rents to a just standard ; 
in order to obviate the evils of 
fluctuating prices, and, of course, 
fluctuating means of paying rents ; 
with this laudable object in view, 
his Lordship had settled the terms 
of a corn rent with his tenants, 
which terms were these: taking 
10s. a bushel for wheat to be the 
price adequate to the paying of 
the war-rent, and supposing a 
farm then to have paid 400/. a 
year rent, the same farm, wheat 
being at 5s.a bushel, was t¢ pay 
2001. a year rent; and, if the 





wheat fell to 2s. 6d. a bushel, it 
was to pay 100/. a year rent; and 
so on. Nothing, at the first blush, 
could be more fair, more honour- 
able, than this ; it was, on the part 
of this nobleman, a repairing the 
injury inflicted by the paper- 
system ; restoring, in his opinion, 
the balance of justice broken by 
the shifting of the currency. But, 
though he (Mr. C.) had heard, 
and thought the fact very pro- 
bable, that Mr. Husxisson had 
been the adviser of this measure 
of the Noble Marquis, he (Mr.C.) 
was convinced that the measure 
was founded in a great oversight 
of those who advised and who 
adopted it—If, indeed, the whole 
of the outgoings of the farmers 
consisted of rent, then nothing 
could be more completely just than 
the voluntary offer of the Noble 
Marquis ; but, every farmer knew, 
not one out of the hundreds that 
now did him the honour to hear 
him did not well know, that the 
rent formed but a comparatively 
small portion of the outgoings of 
a farm. To have made the ar- 
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rangement of the Noble Marquis 
practically just, he ought to have 
taken all the other outgoings into 
view ; he ought to have made an 
allowance for the additional out- 
goings occasioned by the addition 
to the taxes and rates, which were 
now very nearly as high in no- 
minal amount as they were during 
the war, and, which were, in fact, 
nearly three times as great in 
amount as at that time. The 
taxes going out silently in the 
form of wages, poor-rates, bills to 
agricultural tradesmen, and for 
articles consumed ia the farm- 
house, were twice in amount that 
of rent; and, therefore, these 
should have been taken into ac- 
count by Lord Stafford, and, if 
_they had been, he would have 
found, that the farmer, though the 
rent were settled according to the 
price of corn, could have little; or 
nothing, left to pay any rent at all 
with.— Now, all these observations 
applied to the case of the tenants 
of the Noble Duke and the Noble 
. Lord (the Duke of Richmond and 
Lord Selsea) before mentioned, 





who, admitting the fact (of which 
he, Mr. C. knew nothing), that 
those tenants were till, and 
always had remained, at the rents 
of 1790, could not now pay the 
rents of 1790, except out of their 
capitals which must, in time, be 
exhausted ; that is fo say, the 
ruin of these tenants must finally 
come.+--We, had, however, now 
heard broached the monstrous 
doctrine that taxes did net cause 
any part of the distress; that 
taxes never could be oppressive to 
the farmer; and this doctrine was 
pressed upon us with an eager- 
ness characteristic of perfect des- 
peration. It signified nothing that 
all mankind had always been of a 
different opinion ; it signified no- 
thing that the Agricultural Com- 
mittee had said that taxes did pro- 


duce distress ; it signified nothing 


that common sense cried aloud 
against the preposterous asser- 
tion; Mr. Ricarvo, Lord Gas- 
TLeREAGH, Mr, Vansirranrt, and 
Mr. Husxisson did now boldly 
assert, that taxes were not the 
cause of the distress, and that the 
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repeal of them would add to the 
distress, rather than produce re- 
lief! There needed to men of 
sound understanding, such as those 
to whom he was then addressing 
himself, no argument in answer 
to an assertion so monstrous ; but, 
he would mention a single fact, 
which he -would throw down as a 
challenge to this tribe of wise 
economists. On the day of the 
Meeting at Epsom, Mr. Know.es 
of Thursley, put into his (Mr. 
Cobbett’s) hands, a memorandum, 
stating that a farmer had, a few 
days before, taken fourteen quar- 
ters of barley to a maltster at 
Gopatmine, and, in exchange, 
had carried home, four quarters of 
malt and eight shillings! Now, 
had there been no tax on the malt; 
he would have taken home, in ex- 
change for his barley, the same 
four quarters of malt, and eight 
pounds instead of eight shillings. 
Need it-be asked, whether the 
eiyht pounds, or, at least, the seven 
pounds twelve shillings, would not 
have gone farther than the eight 


shillings in enabling the farmer to 
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pay rent? And, need there be 
one more word said to confute the 
doctrine now pressed on the coun- 
try by Mr. Ricarpo and the Mi- 
nisters ‘—It being so evident, that 
the taxes were the great cause of 
the inability to pay rent; it being 
so evident, that, when the capitals 
af the present farmers were ex- 
hausted, there could be no rent at 
all; it being evident, that, having 
absorbed the capital of the farmer 
and the rent of the landlord, the 
government must next go to the 
tithes; all this being so evident, 
it would ‘naturally be asked, 
how it conie to pass, that the 
Landiords, the greatest of whom 
really filled the seats in the two 
houses of parliament, were 80 
blind to their own interest as not 
to reduce the tares! ‘To account 
for this seeming insensibility, he 
(Mr. Cobbett) must state what jit 
really gave him no pleasure to 
state. These landlords had, buat 
too many ofthem, other interests to 
attend to besides their estates. 
They were in fact, deeply inte. 
rested in keeping tip the tazés. 
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He disliked being, on an occasion 
like this, personal in his observa- 
tions ; but, at the same time, unless 
he spoke out his mind freely, he 
should be wholly unworthy of the 
honour that the Meeting had done 
him. Of the Noble Duke of Rich- 
mond he had never heard any 
harm, and had, during the few 
hours he had been in his neigh- 
bourhood, heard a great deal of 
good ; but, he (Mr. C.) could not 
but know, that the Noble Duke was 
a large receiver of taxes. Of ano- 
ther noble peer (the Earl of Egre- 
mount,) of his generosity, his 
goodness towards his tenants, his 
humane disposition, of his great 
consideration for the labouring 
classes, he (Mr. C.) had heard a 
great deal ; he firmly believed all 
that he had heard, and he himself 
could, if it were necessary, state 
from his own experience a strong 
proof of the candour, liberality 
and frankness of that nobleman ; 
yet, he (Mr. C.) must observe, 
that it was perfectly notorious, 
that some members of the Noble 
Lord’s family, received, and had 
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long received, large sums of money 
out of these same burdensome 
taxes. To enumerate all the in- 
stances of this sort would keep him 
on his legs for a week. This be- 
ing the case, the feelings of the 
landlords were divided : they na- 
turally wished for rents ; but, they 
liked the taxes too: and, they 
were, therefore, disposed to listen 
to and to believe those, who told 
them, that “ time and patience,” 
on the part of the farmers, would 
give them both.—There was ano- 
ther gentleman closely connected 
with that part of the country, with 
regard to whom he (Mr. C.) did 
not think it necessary to be so 
very ceremonious ; he meant Mr. 
Husxisson! That gentleman had, 
perhaps, no very great landed 
estate of his own, though he had a 
pretty large one belonging to the 
public under his management, the 
rents of which were indeed a 
wonderful thing, if there were 
But Mr. 
Housxisson was in the actual re- 
ceipt of from four to six thousand 
pounds a year out of the taxes; 


time to notice them. 
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he, besides had long had settled 


on him a pension of 1,200 a year 
for life, whenever he should be 
receiving Jess than 2,000/. a year 
from the public in some other 
way ; and, in accordance with that 
amiable feeling, conjugal tender- 
ness, he had obtained a pension 
for his wife of from six hundred 
to a thousand a year, to commence 
from the day of his own death! 
Could the Meeting be at any loss 
to discover a reason why Mr. 
Hvusxissow was so blind as not to 
be able to see that eight pounds 
would have been better than eight 
shillings tothe Thursley farmer 
and his landlord ?—And here he 
(Mr. Cobbett) begged the Meet- 
ing to mark the change in Mr 
Husxisson’s way of thinking as to 
taxation. That gentleman was 
an advocate for the Corn Bill in 
1815; and, upon that occasion 
he said, that, “ WHILE THE 
PRESENT TAXES REMAIN- 
ED, the people must be content 
to eat DEAR BREAD.” Now, 
however, he says, that it is good 
to have cheap bread, and good 
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also to have high taxes! He 
(Mr. C.) expressed, in 1815, his 
concurrence in opinion with Mr. 
Husxtsson, who was burnt in 
effigy at Havant for the very say- 
ing now quoted. But he (Mr. C.) 
could not now agree with him 
when contending with all his 
might for the precise contrary of 
thatwhich he contended forin 1815 ' 
—He next proceeded to show 
(somewhat in the same man- 
ner as at the Epsom-meeting), 
that there was every reason to 
believe, that the prices of farm- 
produce must yet fall very consi- 
derably, in which opinion the 
Meeting appeared fully to concur 
with him. He here adverted to 
the ministerial pamphlet, ascribed 
to Mr. Courrenay, and contain- 
ing the proposition, that prices 
must rise because they do not now 
yield sufficient to pay the COST 
of raising the crops. The mini- 
sters mistook the matter here. 
Rent made no part of the cost of 
raising the crop. The cost con- 
sisted of wages of various sorts, 
rates, taxes, tradesmen’s bills, 
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and imierest of the farmer's 
capital. These were all paid 
daily and hourly. The rent and 
the farmer’s profit consisted of 
_ what might be left. They, the 
Ministers, (said Mr. C.) assert, 
that the present distress must be 
temporary. And this is the way 
they go to work to preve the as- 
sertion to be true. They say, the 
price of no article of general ne- 
cessity can, for any great length 
of time, be less than the cost of 
bringing it to a state to be used. 
. This being undeniably true, they 
.preceed upon the strength of it, 
thus: Corn and meat are articles 
of general necessity ; therefore, 
the price of corn and meat cannot 
for any great length of time, be 
less than the cost of raising them 
and bringing them to market, 
Thus far also they are right ; but, 
when they go on to apply those 
general propositions to the present 
case, they are wrong. The cost 


ing cattle; the keep of the far- 
mer and his family; the fair in- 
terest on the farmer's capital ; the 
tenth part of the crop given to the 
parson ; and of the money paid to 
the Smith, the Wheel-wright and 
the Collar-maker. Of these the 
cost, the necessary cost, consists. 
| These must be had, or the corn 
and meat cannot be raised. ‘There- 
fore, the price of the corn and 
meat cannot, for any great length 
of time, be /ess than this aggre- 
gate cost; for, if it were to be 
less, the raising of the corn and 
meat must cease, a thing not, 
for a moment, to be supposed pos- 
sible under any circumstances. 
The price, upon a general run, 
must be equal to the feeding of 
the labourer, the poor, the farmer, 
the smith and other tradesmen, 
and to the tithe; and it must, 
besides, be, on a general ran, 
equal to pay the interest of the 
farmer’s capital ; for, if it yield 


of raising corn and meat consists; him no interest, he will withdraw 


. of the wages or keep of the la- 


bourer, part in wages and part in 
poor-rates; the keep of the work- 


it, or, in otber words he will quit 
farming.——But, because all this 
is clearly true, it does not follow, 











eee 


GE. 


oe 


aie 


0 OPS te ee penne ne RTT Ge 


ang 














2 ea 


ia 





501 Fesrvary 23, 1822. 502 


that there should be any thing 
left for rent; for rent is not 
necessary to the raising of corn 
and meat. Rent is that which is 
left after the necessary cost is de- 
frayed. And, if the tax-gatherer 
come and take away all that is 
not absolutely necessary to be ex- 
pended in the actual raising of the 
corn and meat, is it not clear, that 
there can be nothing left for the 
landlord? Is it not clear, that the 
Jandlord can have no rent, unless 
it come out of the capital of the 
tenant ?—The Ministry mistake 
the matter, as well they may, for 
they are very weak men; they 
take rent into the cost of raising 
the produce; and seem wholly to 
forget, that all the costs must be 
defrayed long before there be any 
thing in ‘hand for rent. The la- 
bourers, the tradesmen, the far- 
mer and his working cattle must 
be fed daily, and so must the taz- 
gatherer, for he puts his invisible 
hand forth and takes away nearly 
a half of every penny that is ex- 
pended in any shape, be it what 
it may. The parson comes and 





takes away his tenth bodily, in 
kind ; if there be any thing left, 
the landlord may have it; but, if 
the tax-gatherer take so much as to 
leave nothing for him, nothing can 
he have. And this is very nearly 
the case at this time. In fact, 
there has been very little, and, 
upon an average, nothing, for the 
landlord, this last year, but what 
came out of the capital of the 
tenant—To show the fallacy of 
the notion of the Ministers, we have 
only to observe, that, if their doc- 
trine be true; ifrent be to be in- 
cluded as amongst the necessary 
costs, it will follow, that, if they 
put on ten pounds an acre rent, 
and the government make the taxes 
ten times what they are now, the 
price of the corn and meat must be 
equal to them, however small may 
be the quantity of money afloat ; 
than which proposition nothitig, 
certainly, ever was more moOie 
strous.— Without the support ofthe 
labourer and farmer and trades- 
men and working cattle the con- 


cern camot go on. In proportion 
as they are hardly taxed, they 
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will live worse and worse. Be- 

yond a certain point they cannot 
be taxed; then the remedy is the 
necessary stop to the increase of 


_ taxes; but, as to rent, that is un- 


necessary to the carrying on of 
the concern ; and, in the present 
state of things, the government 
wholly takes away the means of 
paying it. But to cut this matter 
short, this, as was before observed, 
is the conclusion to which this 
doctrine of political economical 
necessity would lead ; that, if ten 
pounds an acre additional rent 
were now put on, prices must rise 
to meet that addition! Hence 
(he continued) we came at once, 
souse into the mental mire of the 
great corn-bill quack; namely, 
that it is high price that causes 
currency, large quantities of cur- 
rency, and not large quantities of 
currency that cause high price; 
s0 that, it was not the assignats 
that caused a French loaf to sell 
for a thousand francs, but the high 
price of bread and other things that 
caused the assignats!—Prices must 
rise, they told us, because they 
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were not high enough now to en- 
able the farmer to pay rent. 
Faith! there was no must in the 
case! Nor would the brilliant idea 
of Mr. Ricarpo be found to be 
more true, that the land would go 
out of cultivation. Do, I pray you, 
gentlemen, said (Mr. Cobbett), 
pause a moment to contemplate 
this piece of matchless absurdity ! 
Do, I beseech you, ask yourselves 
what you are to expect from the 
wisdom of men, who, with grave 
faces, can state to you, that the 
throwing of land out of cultiva- 
tion is necessary to relieve, aye 
to relieve, the farmer and the 
landlord '—Oh! no! Land would 
not be thrown out of cultivation ! 
The people, let come what would, 
must have, and would have, food 
and raiment; the land must be, 
and would be tilled ; the present 
farmer first, next the landlord, 
and next the parson might be 
stripped naked, and thus stripped 
they must be if the present taxes 
continued to be enforced ; but, 
the land would still be tilled and 
the people fed, though the farmer 
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might be, in fact, the tenant of the 
government. Mr. Western, mem- 
ber for the county of Essex, had, 
in a pamphlet recently published, 
said, that there must be a struggle 
with the fundholder before the 
landlord yielded his last acre. 
If the “struggle” were in open 
field, the landlord would speedily 
triumph ; but, the fundholder re- 
mains snugly at home, and sends 
out the tax-gatherer, who, with 
silent step and unseen hand takes 
away the rent, which is in fact, 
taking away the estate. Far from 
his (Mr.Cobbett's) wishes would be 
a state of things which would, in 
all human probability, overturn 
that form of government under 
which their forefathers had enjoyed 
so much freedom and their country 
so much renown ; but, his convic- 
tion was, and he solemnly declared 
it before that most respectable 
meeting, that unless those reduc- 
tions were made, to the making 
of which a constitutionally re- 
formed parliament could, only in 
his opinion, be adequate, this 
kingdom never could again see 
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prosperous and happy days.—He 
sat down with giving, by permis- 
sion, as a toast, ‘“‘ energy and 
“ prosperity to the county of Sus- 
“ sex.” —— Upon rising again to 
take leave of the meeting, he ob- 
served, that he saw with pleasure 
some gentlemen in the room, who 
had been, on the 15th of February, 
1817, at the memorable meeting 
on Portsdown Hill. He begged 
the meeting to recollect, that the 
petition then and there agreed 
upon, prayed the House of Com-~ 
mons to reform itself, to reduce 
salaries, pensions, sinecures, and 
the interest of the Debt: if that 
petition had been graciously re- 
ceived, and ‘its prayer granted, 
the meeting: never would have 
known those distresses which now 
harassed them; and the country 
would not have seen a state of 
things that had placed every spe- 
cies of property in a state of 
peril.” 

On the morning of Wednesday, 
the following hand-bill was circu- 
lated throughout the city, and par- 
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ticularly amongst the farmers. 
From whom it proceeded no one 
appeared to know, and, indeed, 
nobody appeared to take any no- 
‘ tice of it, except to laugh at it, 
The base misrepresentations, how- 
ever, that it contains ; the garbling 
that the vile authors resorted to in 
this case, as in so many other 
cases, the readers of the Register 
must at once perceive. Farmers, 
like other people of sense, are 
able to discover very quickly the 
motives from which such things 
proceed ; and, accordingly, they 
treated this thing with perfect 
contempt. Inno place where I 
ever appeared had I greater rea- 
son to be pleased than at Chiches- 
ter, not excepting even Hunting- 
don and Lymn. The friends of 
Webb Hall and the Ellmans had 
here fair opportunity to show 
themselves once more. Here I 
was amongst total strangers, nine 
out of ten, at the leat, never 


having seen me before ; but, not 


a single opponent appeared. 





« COBBETT’S 
GOOD WISHES TO FARMERS !!! 





“If these Men choose to be 
deceived, they may : but, at least, 
it shall be with their eyes open, 
so that they may rather appear to 
be conscious knaves>than stupid 
gulls, for we shall tell them how 
he has spoken of them and their 
distresses. 


“ Cobbett’s Register, Dee. 22, 1821, 
Well, then, say the Landlords, 
Parsons, and Farmers, but what 
are we todo? Do? Why doas 
the soldier does at their halberts 
—grin and bear it. You, like 
Dives, have had your good times, 
let Lazarus have his. Look at 
the Radicals, look them in the 
face if you can.” 


In a Letter to the Farmers, 
dated Dec. 15, 1821, he thus in- 
sults those to whom he addresses 
his Letter :— 

“ F scorn toplay the hypocrite : 
I scorn to disguise from you 


I have seen your sufferings with 
satisfaction.” 


In other parts he says : 


‘‘ That he thanks God for their 
distresses ;” and that “ He had 
risen from his Bed to pray for 
their Destruction,” 
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COTTAGE ECONOMY, 


AND 
THE SERMONS. 


Tut last Number of each will 
be completed for publication on 
Saturday the 2d March. The 
Index for each will be given at 
the same time. 


TULL’S HUSBANDRY 


Likewise, owing to the rustic ha- 
rangues will not be ready so soon, 
by a few days, as expected. But 
it will, without fail, be completed 
within Three Weeks from this 
Day. 


THE INDEX 


To the last Volume of the Regis- 
gister will be given in the next 
Register. 





LAWYER DENMAN. 


Tuis Lawyer of chivalrous 


23, 1822. 510 


another opportunity for doing jus- 
tice to the chivalrous. gentleman, 
and likewise to the would -be 
papa of the Check - populaiion - 
Bill, about which we heard so 
much last year, and which was 


upon us this Session. But, it may 
be well here just to remind the 
first of these learned pleaders at 
Nist Prius, whose memory seems 
to fail him in some particulars, that 
the honest gentlemanagainst whom 
he was advocate, and with whom 


ance, and against whom he pleaded 
so ardently, so zealously, and 
above all so effectually, and be- 
tween whom and Mr. Cobbett he 
thinks there appears to have been 
a quarrel ; that for this same ho- 
nest gentleman he was arbitrator 
in an inspection of accounts ten- 
dered by that gentleman to Mr. 
Cobbett; which accounts stated 
there to be a balance due to Mr. 
Cobbett of FIVE HUNDRED 
POUNDS, being a sum only SIX 
THOUSAND POUNDS LESS 
than the sum awarded by the um- 


fame, has lately shown himself] pire referred to by the said Nist 


alive, as.the Lawyer of Major 


Prius, and then almost shirtless 


Cartwright in a prosecution of| as well as briefless lawyer and the 
John Wright for a libel. The| arbitrator for Mr. Cobbett; and 
libelling and villifying of Mr. Cob- | which sum the said honest gentle- 
bett seems to have been the pro-|man was eventually compelled to 
minent object in the conduct of| pay in place of the five hundred 
this prosecution, but there will be | pounds. 





threatened to be brought out again 


he affects such a total unacquaint-- 
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